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VALLEY NEWS
COME AS YOU ARE, LEAVE US GREAT!
Hello families and welcome to 2021 at Upper
Sandy Creek Primary. As usual, the last few
weeks have been extremely busy. The students
have been enjoying the daily trips to the
Eskdale Pool for swimming sessions. All the
students have really progressed with their
swimming and we would like to thank Eskdale
Primary staff for including us in their swimming
sessions.
We had our parent information evening and I
would like to thank all the families who came
along. It was a good chance for Deanne and I to
outline our plans for the students in Literacy and
Numeracy and also a good chance for families
to meet one another.
This year we also welcome an new family to the

enjoying the challenges of learning.
The 5/6 students are waiting with baited breath for
their camp next week. At this stage we have no
advice that tells us we cannot go, so it’s full steam
ahead. Don’t forget the drop off location is the
Bandiana picture theatre (Next to the Blazing
Stump hotel) and the time is 6.45am for a 7.00am
departure. Please don’t be late. Drop off on Friday
will be around 5.30pm. I will contact families to let
you know a more precise time. Also please
remember that payment for camp is required
before we travel.
Parents please don’t forget to us the uEducateUs
app to log attendance when your child is absent
from school. This is really valuable for Deanne
and I as we can alter our plans for focus teaching
groups for the day early on.
We also had our first MARC Van visit for a very
long time last week and we welcomed Amy, the
new teacher to our school. The MARC van is a

school community. Oscar and Sebastian Vine
and their Mum Tracey and Ben. The boys have
really settled in well and have been enjoying the
learning. That brings our student population up
to 18. The highest number of students we have
had for quite some time. The school is
humming, all the students are getting along and

great way to get the students engaged in reading
as they can borrow up to two books from the van.
Please don’t forget to keep an eye out for the
books so that they can be returned to school at
the next visit.

The students have settled into their morning routines well and
are bringing a positive mindset towards learning. Thank you
to this years grade 6 students who have been willing to take
on the responsibility of checking and organising home
readers and raffle tickets for regular reading. Excellent
leadership skills on display.
In the classroom foundation
students are well on their
way with learning the
sounds s, a, t, i, m. While
the older grades grapple
with ways to represent the ai
sounds. Upper primary
students are working on
polysyllabic words, words
with many syllables.
Maths is lots of hands on building numbers. First they use
concrete materials, record the number as a picture, write it in
expanded form (digits) and number form. It really challenges
then but they are enjoying it.

The students have really taken off with writing. Many have
one draft waiting for publishing and are working on a second.
They are all looking forward to having their story typed by a
parent. Hopefully we can make that happen!
Now that swimming has finished, we will begin our Inquiry

On a wet and rainy summers day Blair, Jack, Tilly, Emily,
Aaliyah and Mayah all travelled to Lavington Pool for the
annual NERSSA Swimming Carnival. All our students did an
amazing job at the swimming. I could hear them supporting
each other and cheering each other on which was great. We
had some great results and a few of our team progressing
onto the next level. Jack and Tilly each won
ribbons as did Blair in his first carnival. Worth a
special mention is Emily Macleod who won
each of her races
and walked away
with the age
champion
medallion. A great
effort. Well done to
all our students and
thanks to the
parents
who
came
along to
support
as well.
Good
luck to

WHATS ON

This year we welcome two new foundation
students into the school, Hadley and Maddie. Hadley is Makenna’s brother and he
has been enjoying drawing and playing
maths games. His favourite thing at play
time is playing chasey and the flying fox.
Maddie is Tameka’s sister and she has really enjoyed show and tell and also likes
playing the maths games with Deanne.
Maddie loves running around and chatting

FEBRUARY
THUR 18 SCHOOL COUNCIL 5.30
WED 24-26

5/6 CANBERRA CAMP

WED 24 MARC VAN

MARCH
MON 8

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY

WED 10 MARC VAN
WED 17 CLUSTER DAY
BETHANGA PS

Don’t forget to check in with the calendar on the uEducateus app to see what

FEATURED WEBSITE
Our schools awesome sights:

Facebook - Upper Sandy Creek
Primary
www.uppersandycreekps.vic.edu.au
Our YouTube channel has some great
short videos as well!
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